CHAPTERI1
INTRODUCTION

This study is about the contribution of English Song to improve the
students’ pronunciation and learning motivation at Junior High School. This
chapter is divided into five parts, namely background of the study, reason for
choosing the topic, statement of the problem, objective of the study, and
significance of the study.

1.1. Background of The Study

English is an international language. As we know, English in this age is
becoming the international communication. It is spoken by many people all over
the world. Another truth of English's relevance is the top needs of those seeking
employment, because many jobs require people with English competence. Lately,
various primary schools have started to bring English into their educational
modules. English is provided to the undergraduates at primary schools. From half
a century ago, teaching English was a professional and academic field (Lin &
Chien, 2010: 2).

In mastering English students’ have to develop all English skill, and the
difficult one is mastering pronouncation skill. Pronunciation is a crucial part in
oral skills development (Nuria Edo Marza, 2014: 263). Most of students’ made a
mistake by pronounce the word wrong. For young learners English is the first
foreign language to be learned. Sometimes it creates a problem in learning

process, especially in pronuncation.



The first is a genuine pronunciation problem, which exists when the learners
have difficulty in making the required sound to imitate. The main problem that
second language learners have with pronunciation has to do with their need to
change a conceptual pattern appropriate for their first language that they have
internalized in childhood (Ahmadi, 2011: 75). They tend to have problems in
pronuncing, for example “Sleep” (,,sli:p), “tree” (tri:), “true” (,,tru:) in which these
do not exist in Bahasa. Secondly, a pronunciation problem occurs when the sound
is not really difficult as such, but the learner is misled by the spelling. For
example, the words “up” [Ap], “tea” [ti:], “duck” [dAk], “cup” [kAp], “see” [si:],
and “sing” [sin] are not pronunced as they are written, so learning pronunciation is
not easy for the students.

The researcher choose the pronunciation because it is an important element
in teaching English. The importance of teaching pronunciation remained one of
the most widely debated subjects in the field of language teaching (Putra,
Sukirlan, & Hartati Hasan, 2012: 2). The second reason is the differences between
English and Bahasa. There are many differences between English and Indonesian
especially in pronunciation. Therefore, there are many students of SMP N 3
Jepara, who pronunce English words incorrectly.

Based on the document of students’ score in English subject, it seems that
they have lower level of pronunciation, for example they say book = [bok], and it
is a wrong pronunciation. The result of the observation shows that the teacher
only focuses on the vocabulary and grammar used in the conversation. The

students’ sometimes asked to pronunce some words once or twice in order that the



students will be familiar with the words. In other words, there is no emphasis in
pronuncing words. Another results shows that students’ has a low level motivation
in learning english. Almost half of the student in the class are shy, not confident
when teacher ask them to pronunce the words, as the result there is no motivation
to practice foreign language in daily conversation. Teacher’s creativity was also
needed in order to make the learning situation run appropriately (Putra, Sukirlan,
& Hartati Hasan, 2012: 2).

Teach English pronuncation and Improve the student motivation must be
have an effective technique, but the most important aspect to teach English is
building their motivation to learn the language. For language educators and
practitioners, how to effectively motivate students to learn has long been a crucial
concern issue (Chen & Chen 2009: 13). In other words, we make them feel that
they need English, and make them think that English is a very interesting subject
to learn. as the result student will have more knowledge in conversation with other
people. For this reason it is crucial for teachers to increase learners’ motivation by
making the language learning process a more motivating experience (Chen &
Chen 2009: 14). To create the conditions for creative teaching, adding some
variety/method is a great choice. In Indonesia there are many kind of method to
raise students’ English pronuncation and learning motivation, one of those variety
is by using a Songs.

Most of students’ are like to singing songs and often can be a welcome
departure from mastering a foreign language habit (Millington, 2011: 134). Songs

can play an important role in the development of language in young children






