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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1. Previous Research 

Sholihah (2009) conducted a research of teaching English vocabulary 

by using pictures to fifth grade students of SDN Tugu Jebres no. 120 Surakarta. 

Based on the study, the writer finds out the positive effects of using pictures in 

teaching English vocabulary, these are pictures can improve the students’ 

motivation, pictures can attract the students’ attention, pictures help the 

students to memorize the vocabulary and pictures make the teaching and 

learning activities interesting. However, teaching using pictures have an 

important role in the understanding. Therefore, using pictures is necessary and 

effective in the teaching English vocabulary. 

Wibowo (2009) investigated the effectiveness of using pictures in 

teaching English vocabulary to the fourth graders of SDN 1 Ampel Boyolali. 

The data of this report is obtained during the writer conducts the job training, 

the writer uses some steps to make the English teaching and learning process 

run smoothly. The steps cover greeting, motivation strategies, presentation 

strategies, skill practice, assessment and ending the lesson. The result shows 

that there is some effectiveness of using picture such as the explaining material 

during the teaching and learning process of English vocabularies can run better. 

Nadziroh (2010) conducted a research entitled “The Use of Flashcards 

to Improve Vocabulary Mastery (A Classroom Action Research for the Fourth 

Year Students of MI Duren Bandungan in the Academic Year of 2009/2010). 

Based on the findings, flashcards give influence in improving students’ 

vocabulary, because the student’s achievement has been increase after the 

students did the flashcards. Besides that, the students are more interested and 

involved actively in teaching learning process. 
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Lewistianto (2013) conducted an action research in fourth graders at 

SDN Kartasura. The research is aimed at describing the students’ English 

vocabulary improvement by using visual media. Based on the research finding, 

it can be concluded that visual media can increase the students’ motivation in 

learning English. Visual media can improve the students’ English vocabulary in 

learning English. The students’ score was getting better in each cycle. It 

indicated that the teaching-learning process was successful, both the researcher 

and the students gained the objectives. 

Sari (2013) conducted a research entitled “Improving Vocabulary 

through Pictures based Memory Words Game to the Fourth Grade Students of 

SDN 17 Dauh Puri in Academic Year 2012/2013”.Based on this result score, 

the subjects’ vocabulary responses are positive in following the vocabulary 

lesson by using pictures based memory words game. On the other words, it can 

be defined that the subjects’ response positively about the implementation of 

pictures based memory words game in the vocabulary class. The student does 

not feel bored, but more enthusiastic to follow the teaching learning process. 

The students enjoy learning English vocabulary. The hypothesis of this study is 

clearly accepted. 

Based on the five previous researches elaborated above, it can be 

concluded that flashcard is appropriate media in teaching vocabulary to young 

learners.  It can be seen from the results of each research above that there are 

improvement after the students use flashcards in studying vocabulary. This 

research proposal focuses on the improving students’ vocabulary by using 

flashcards. Firstly, vocabulary is one of the important elements and the basic 

competence in order to get other competences like listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. Secondly, flashcard is a powerful media that can improve students’ 

motivation, attract their attention, help them to memorize the vocabulary easily, 

make the teaching and learning activities more interesting. 
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2.2. General Concept of Vocabulary 

2.2.1. Definition of Vocabulary 

The definition of vocabulary in Oxford Advanced Learners 

Dictionary is “Total number of words that make up a language” (Hornby, 

1989:1425). Moreover, McCarthy has a statement about the importance 

of vocabulary, he stated that “No matter how well the student learns 

grammar, no matter how successfully the sounds of L2 are mastered, 

without words to express a wide range of meanings, communication in an 

L2 just cannot happen in any meaningful way” (McCarthy, 1990:viii). 

From the definitions above, the writer concludes that vocabulary 

is a total number of words existing in language. It is the most important 

components of language power. In using the language, students who are 

rich in vocabulary will be successful in listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. But those who are poor in vocabulary will get trouble in those 

other skills. 

2.2.2. Kind of Vocabulary 

Meanwhile, Thornbury (2002:3) states that English words fall 

into one of eight different word classes. Those are: 

1. Noun 

a) Common Noun 

Sargeant (2007:7) stated that “Words for people, places and 

things are called common noun”. Example: ruler, dog, bank, 

singer, etc. 

b) Proper Noun 

The names of particular people, places and things are proper 

nouns. They always begin with a capital letter (Sargeant, 

2007:8). Example: Aladdin, Tuesday, June, the Green Canyon, 

Thais, etc. 
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2. Pronoun 

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun (Sargeant, 2007: 

24). Example: I, she, it, myself, herself, itself, my, her, its, etc. 

3. Verb 

Most verbs describe actions, so they are called action verb. Action 

verbs tell what people or things are doing (Sargeant, 2007:52). 

Example: drink, eat, laugh, look, shout, run, jump, walk, swim, etc. 

4. Adjective 

Sargeant (2007:32) stated that “Adjectives describe nouns and 

pronouns. They give you more information about people, places, and 

things”. Example: big, red, white, beautiful, plastic, Mexican, etc. 

5. Adverb 

According to Sargeant (2007:95), “Adverbs are words that tell you 

more about verbs, adjectives and other adverbs”. Example: neatly, 

slowly, quickly, on time, tomorrow, already, last night, there, etc. 

6. Preposition 

Prepositions are words that show a connection between others words, 

most prepositions are little words like at, in, and on. Prepositional 

phrases are groups of words, such as out of and on top of (Sargeant, 

2007: 101). Example: inside, across, down, under, beside, at, on, etc. 

7. Conjunction 

Conjunctions are words used to link words, phrases or clauses. Some 

common conjunctions are and, but, or (Sargeant, 2007:109). 

8. Determiner 

Determiners, or noun signals, are special adjectives used before 

nouns (Sargeant, 2007:44). Example: a, an, and the. 
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2.3. General Concept of Teaching Vocabulary 

According to Brown, teaching defined as “Showing or helping 

someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions, guiding in the study 

of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand” 

(Brown, 2000:7). The writer concludes that the concept of teaching is not 

transferring the knowledge but actually teaching is for motivating, facilitating 

and organizing the class, students, and other things related to teaching and 

learning process. 

Vocabulary plays a very important role as a starting point in mastering 

English. Nunan argued that “The acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is 

essential for successful second language use because without an extensive 

vocabulary, we will be unable to use the structures and functions we may have 

learned for comprehensible communication” (Nunan, 1991:117). It means 

without knowing the appropriate vocabulary, it is impossible for people to 

communicate well in the target language. 

From the explanation above, the writer concludes that teaching 

vocabulary plays an important role in language acquisition because the mastery 

of vocabulary will help students to master all the language skills. The success 

of the students in learning English vocabulary depends on the strategy used by 

teachers in teaching English vocabulary. It is because the method of English 

language teaching is one of the very important parts which will give influence 

to the children for increasing their ability. 
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2.4. General Concept of Flashcard 

Picture is a part of visual aids that almost used as a technique in 

teaching vocabulary at elementary school. Picture can be used to explain the 

meaning of vocabulary items. There are some benefits of using picture in 

teaching vocabulary to young learners (Wright, 1989:17): 

1. Pictures can motivate the student and make him or her want to pay 

attention and want to take apart. 

2. Pictures contribute to the context in which the language is being used. 

They bring the world into the classroom. 

3. The pictures can be described in an objective way or interpreted or 

responded to subjectively. 

4. Pictures can cue responses to questions or cue substitutions through 

controlled practice. 

5. Pictures can stimulate and provide information to be referred to in 

conversation, discussion and storytelling. 

Flashcard is one of the kinds of picture that used to help students to 

understand and comprehend something clearly and easily. It is useful to achieve 

the instructional goals of teaching and learning process, and it can also be easily 

found in our daily lives. It is a cardboard consisting of a word, a sentence, or a 

simple picture on it. It should be noted that the letters on it must be visible and 

large enough for everyone sitting in the front and the back of the classroom. To 

make sure that everyone can see the letters on the card, it is better to write 

words with capital letters. Moreover, teachers can also use flashcards for 

drilling and presenting new words in teaching vocabulary. One strategy for 

learning vocabulary is the use of flashcards. Flashcards for EFL teaching or 

self-study have been used for years Flashcards are useful for drilling new 

letters, syllables, words, and other information. 
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Flashcard can be divided into several types by Scott and Ytreber 

(1990:109). They are: 

1. Cardboard boxes 

Collect shoe boxes and all other sorts of boxes filing – ones with lids 

are more useful. The boxes can be covered by paper, decorated and 

labeled. Make a couple of new ones for each class – partly because the 

boxes get a bit worn after a while, and partly because classes like to 

think they have their own boxes. Boxes can also be used as building 

bricks to make shops, houses, castles, forest, etc. 

2. Picture Card 

These can be drawings or cut-outs from magazines, or perhaps photos. 

It is easiest to sort these according to size – really big ones for class 

work, and smaller ones for individual/pair/group work. 

3. Card Games 

Almost all card games can be made into language card games and 

while you want to concentrate on games where some sort of language 

interaction is taking place, you can also play card games simply for 

relaxation. Games like ‘Memory’ can be played without saying a word, 

but if you use cards, then at least recognition is taking place. 

Based on many definitions above about flashcard, the writer concludes 

that flashcard is one of the media education, it is a little piece of paper or card 

on which word or picture and printed or drawn. Flashcard is one of the best 

tools for memorizing information. It helps teacher to demonstrate a simple 

sequence of activities to the learners. 
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2.5. General Concept of Young Learners 

2.5.1. Definition of Young Learners 

The definition of young learners comes from Scott and Yteberg, 

“Young learners are children between five and ten or eleven years old. It 

means that they are the most vital years in a child’s development. All 

education, includes learning a foreign language should contribute 

positively to that development” (Scott and Yteberg, 1990:1). 

2.5.2. Characteristics of Young Learners 

Harmer states some characteristic of young learners (Harmer, 2001:38): 

1. They respond to meaning even if they do not understand the words. 

2. They often learn indirectly than directly – that is they take in 

information from all sides, learning from everything around them 

rather than only focusing on the precise topic they are being taught. 

3. Their understanding comes not just from the explanation, but also 

from what they see hear and crucially have a chance to touch and 

interact with. 

4. They generally display an enthusiasm for learning and curiosity 

about the world around them. 

5. They have a need for individual attention and approval from their 

teacher. 

6. They are keen to talk about themselves, and respond well to 

learning that uses themselves and their own lives as main topics in 

the classroom. 

7. They have a limited attention span, unless activities are extremely 

engaging, they can easily get bored, losing interest after ten minutes 

or so 


