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CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION 

 

 

4.1 Analysis and Findings 

No. Sentences 
Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

1.  Thank you, Bill, for 

that introduction 

Barack Obama 

says thank  you 

to Bill Gates 

for the 

occasion to 

speech in the 

forum.  

   ѵ  

2.  Thank you and Melinda 

for your tireless efforts 

towards making a better 

world. 

Barack Obama 

says thank you 

to Melinda 

toward her 

effort to make 

a change to the 

world.  

   ѵ  

3. you guys are pretty 

inspirational 

Barack Obama 

praises the 

audiences. 

    ѵ 

4.  I am excited to be here 

with you  

Barack Obama 

says that he is 

happy to see 

the audiences. 

   ѵ  

5. Whether it’s girls’ 

education, or global 

health, or climate 

change, you’re setting a 

standard for the sorts of 

innovation, persistence 

and activism that the 

world desperately needs 

right now, so I could 

not be prouder. 

 

 

 

 

 

Barack Obama 

conveying the 

cases that is 

facing the 

citizens right 

now. 

ѵ     
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

6. I remember sitting 

down with Bill in Paris 

a couple years ago, 

where the world was 

coming together to 

hammer out an 

agreement. 

Obama tells his 

experiences 

with Bill in 

Paris a couple 

years ago. 

 ѵ    

7.  A small agreement to 

save the planet. 

Obama and Bill 

has a plan that 

one day they 

can make a 

change to the 

world to be 

better by 

making an 

agreement. 

    ѵ 

8.  It’s a threat that may 

define the contours of 

this century more than 

just about anything 

else. 

The threat that 

may occur 

caused by 

climate change. 

    ѵ 

9.  Here was the interesting 

thing. 

Obama states 

that he fells 

attracted about 

the case that 

would be 

solved by 

them. 

   ѵ  

10. Bill saw this not simply 

as a challenge, but as an 

opportunity. 

Bill thinks that 

the case is a 

opportunity to 

change the 

world to be 

better for the 

future. 

ѵ     

11. I remember him in sort 

of a matter of fact way 

saying, “Well, we’re 

going to just have to go 

ahead and invent some 

new technologies.” 

Obama states 

what Bill ever 

told to him 

about 

innovation 

technologies. 

 ѵ    

12. I agree, let’s do that Obama asks 

Bill to execute 

the plans. 

 

 

  ѵ   
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

13.  But his tone was, “Yes, 

this is hard, but we can 

figure it out.“ It’s hard 

but, it can be done. 

Bill convinces 

Obama to solve 

the cases 

together.  

  ѵ   

14.  And that spirit, the 

spirit that says, to quote 

I guess myself, “Yes we 

can,”. 

Obama 

pronounces 

that he and Bill 

can do that 

(solve the 

cases). 

ѵ     

15. “Yes we can,” rather 

than despair, is the 

motor by which we’ve 

been able to see real 

progress in reducing the 

pace of carbon 

emissions increases 

here in the U.S. And 

even if at the current 

moment the federal 

government is not as 

engaged in these efforts 

as I would like, 

nevertheless progress 

continues because of 

the efforts of people 

like Bill, and a whole 

host of entrepreneurs, 

and universities, and 

cities, and states.  

Obama asserts 

that progress 

can be done by 

efforts of 

people like 

Bill, host 

entrepreneurs, 

universities, 

cities and states 

whom are 

always giving 

the 

contribution in 

changing the 

world as their 

fields 

 ѵ    

16.  They are making 

change around energy 

policy in America 

separate and apart from 

what government is 

doing and that gives 

confidence that we can 

continue to make 

progress. 

Obama asserts 

who has the 

role in 

changing the 

world 

independently. 

That can 

increase the 

confidence by 

the goverment 

to continue the 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 ѵ    
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

17.  My broader point here 

is that, you tend to 

believe when Bill says 

that we can do 

something, that we can 

do it. 

Obama utters 

that the 

audiences tend 

to believes that 

he and Bill can 

do something 

to change the 

world. 

 ѵ    

18.  And it’s exactly what 

we need right now. 

Obama gives 

comfirmation 

about  what the 

need right 

know to face 

the 

globalisation.  

 ѵ    

19.  We do face 

extraordinary 

challenges. 

Obama states 

that today the 

people is facing 

the challenges. 

ѵ     

20. You’ve heard of many 

of them in your 

discussions today. You 

know the nature of 

these challenges from 

your work. Growing 

economic inequality. A 

changing climate. 

Terrorism. Mass 

migration. Still too 

much extreme poverty. 

Still too many girls who 

are denied an 

education. The rise of 

nationalism and 

xenophobia. 

Obama 

mentions what 

the cases that 

are  faced now 

days such as 

changing 

climate, 

terrorism, mass 

migration, 

poverty, girls 

denied in 

school, rise of 

nationalism 

and 

xenophobia 

that happened 

in years. 

 ѵ    

21. And a politics that says 

it’s not “we,” but “us” 

and “them”. 

Obama states 

that the people 

should be face 

the problems 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

ѵ     
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

22. These are real 

challenges and we can’t 

sugarcoat them. 

Sugarcoat here 

is mean that 

something bad 

that covered by 

good things. 

From that 

statement, can 

be interpretated 

that the real 

challenges can 

not deny 

although comes 

together with 

the good 

things. 

ѵ     

23. They’re going to take a 

long time to solve. 

Obama states 

that to 

complete the 

cases will need 

a long  time. 

    ѵ 

24. But that can’t 

discourage any of us 

from the belief that 

individually and 

collectively we can 

make a difference. 

Obama 

motivates the 

audiences that 

they can make 

an difference 

by individually 

as well as 

collectively.  

  ѵ   

25. We can make things 

better. 

Obama states 

that the  people 

can make 

things better 

and by that 

words, he 

hopes that the 

audiences can 

change their 

mindset to keep 

forward to 

reach their 

future life. 

 

 

 

 

 

ѵ     
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

26.  And rather than be 

daunted by those 

challenge, those 

challenges should 

inspire us and excite us 

because it gives us an 

opportunity to make our 

mark on the world in 

ways that we haven’t 

even yet scratched the 

surface of. 

Obama states 

that the 

challenges 

should be their 

inspiration to 

excite and 

consider that 

challenges as 

opportunity to 

reforming 

themselves. 

   ѵ  

27. We have to reject the 

notion that we’re 

suddenly gripped by 

forces that we cannot 

control. We’ve got to 

embrace the longer and 

more optimistic view of 

history and the part that 

we play in it. 

Obama says 

that problems 

certain comes 

in every steps, 

so they have to 

optimist to get 

their purposes.   

  ѵ   

28. If you are skeptical of 

such optimism, I will 

say something that may 

sound controversial. 

Obama would 

say something 

that can open 

the audience’s 

mindset by the 

motivation 

statements. 

ѵ     

29. I used to say this to my 

staff in the White 

House, young interns 

who would come in, 

any group of young 

people that I met with, 

and that is that by just 

about every measure, 

America is better, and 

the world is better, than 

it was 50 years ago, 30 

years ago, or even 10 

years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obama reveals 

what he ever 

told to his staff  

and group of 

young people 

when he as a 

president that 

America now is 

better than 

past. 

 ѵ    
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

30. I know that statement 

doesn’t jibe with the 

steady stream of bad 

news and cynicism that 

we’re fed through 

television and Twitter. 

Obama shows 

his feeling 

about people 

now days 

because of the 

bad news that 

people gotten 

by television 

and social 

media. It is 

caused the 

cynicism in 

human. 

   ѵ  

31. But think about it: I was 

born, and I know I have 

grey hair but don’t 

consider myself that 

old, but I was born at a 

time when women and 

people of color were 

systematically, 

routinely excluded from 

enormous portions of 

American life. 

Obama asks to 

the audiences 

to think about 

Obama’s 

physical. 

Indirectly, he 

was also asks 

to them to look 

at the 

themselves. 

That was aimed 

to know them 

that everybody 

has unique 

differences. 

  ѵ   

32. Today, women and 

minorities have risen up 

the ranks in business, 

and politics, and 

everywhere else, and 

even if we still have 

miles to travel, and 

innumerable laws and 

hearts and minds to 

change. 

Now days, 

women has 

equal right than 

past in every 

major such as 

business 

politics and 

others. 

 ѵ    

33. The shift in what this 

country is and what it 

means, is astonishing. 

Remarkable, and its 

happened when you 

measure it against the 

scope of human history. 

 

Obama 

expresses his 

feeling by 

telling about 

the history. 

   ѵ  
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

34. Just since I graduated 

from college, crime 

rates, teen birth rates, 

dropout rates, the share 

of people living in 

poverty have dropped, 

in some cases dropped 

dramatically. 

Obama 

mentions the 

issues such as 

crime rates, 

teen birth rates, 

dropout rates 

and poverty 

that occurred 

when he just 

graduated from 

collage and has 

gone down by 

years. 

 ѵ    

35. And worldwide, our 

progress is even more 

remarkable. 

Obama states 

that the world 

are better now. 

ѵ     

36. but over the past 100 

years, we’ve come from 

a world where only a 

small fraction of 

women could vote to a 

world where almost 

every woman can 

Obama reveals 

that the woman 

had a crucial 

role in human 

living 

continuance as 

a mother. More 

than 100 years 

ago, the people 

began to form 

the small 

fraction. 

 ѵ    

37. Since the 1950s, the 

global average life 

expectancy has grown 

by more than 20 years. 

Since 1990, we have 

cut extreme poverty and 

childhood mortality in 

half. 

Obama states 

that now days 

the world are 

better by 

cutting extreme 

poverty and 

childhood 

mortality in the 

last 20 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ѵ    
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Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

38. Since 2000, we’ve 

evolved from a world 

without marriage 

equality to one where 

it’s a reality in more 

than two dozen 

countries. 

Obama states 

that in 2000’s 

the government 

had made the 

decision about 

prohibition of 

marriage 

equality that 

has been 

occurred in 

many 

countries. 

ѵ     

39. All of this has 

happened in such a 

steady march that 

sometimes we have the 

tendency to take it for 

granted. 

Obama says 

that marriage 

equality has 

happened long 

time and the 

people tend to 

do not care 

with the 

consequences. 

 ѵ    

40. Because the world has 

never been healthier or 

wealthier. Or better 

educated. Or, in many 

ways, more tolerant. Or 

less violent than it is 

today. 

Obama says 

that the world 

is stagnant. 

How the world 

be in the next, 

it depends to 

how people 

treats to save 

the planet. 

ѵ     

41. Fewer people are dying 

young, more people are 

living not only longer, 

but better. More girls 

are in school; more 

adults can read; more 

children get the 

vaccines that they need. 

Obama states 

that the change 

has grown by 

giving 

education for 

girls and 

vaccines for 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ѵ    
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Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

42. Despite the enormous 

conflicts that break our 

hearts around the 

world, it’s 

demonstrable that fewer 

people being killed in 

wars or conflicts than 

ever before. 

Obama reveals 

that the 

conflicts are 

happening 

today in several 

countries 

caused fewer 

people killed 

and it is very 

break people 

hearts in the 

world. 

    ѵ 

43. This would be the time 

you’d want to be, 

showing up on this 

planet. 

Obama asks the 

people, 

especially to 

the audiences 

who came to 

save the world 

by doing good 

actions.  

  ѵ   

44. These trends are real. Obama states 

that the 

conflicts will 

comes when 

the people can 

not tolerant in 

any things 

ѵ     

45. They do not make us 

complacent, but they 

should spur us to action 

because it shows, 

despite the naysayers 

and the cynicism, that 

in fact, change can 

happen. 

Obama 

motivates the 

audiences to do 

change 

although the 

challenges are 

facing them  

like the 

naysayers and 

the cynicism. 

  ѵ   

46. They happened because 

countless people, like 

you, toiling for many 

years, chose to make 

this progress. 

Obama says 

that the change 

comes from the 

countless 

people who are 

working hard 

to make 

progress in 

many years.  

 ѵ    
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No. Sentences Intended 

Meaning 

Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

47. Some, like Bill and 

Melinda, have 

enormous wealth and 

influence; others, like 

Justin Trudeau, who I 

know addressed you 

earlier, have formal 

political offices. 

Obama asserts 

the people who 

has crucial role 

in the changing 

the world as 

Bill, Melinda 

and Justin 

Trudeau as 

Prime Minister 

of Canada.   

 ѵ    

48. But the majority of 

people who made these 

advances who made 

these advances were 

citizens. Doctors. 

Nurses. Entrepreneurs. 

Clergy, Moms. 

Community leaders. 

Activists. Union leader, 

who mobilized, and 

organized, and voted, 

and innovated, and 

pushed for change. 

Obama 

mentions the 

people who has 

roles in 

changing to be 

better like 

citizens, 

doctors, nurses, 

entrepreneurs, 

clergy, moms, 

community 

leaders, 

activists, Union 

leader. 

 ѵ    

49. And by the way, they 

knew at every step of 

the way that they would 

not get everything they 

wanted as fast as they 

wanted. They knew that 

progress required 

struggle, and 

perseverance, and 

discipline, and faith. 

They knew that 

sometimes, for every 

two steps forward, 

you’ll take a step back. 

But they made things 

better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obama 

motivates the 

people that 

challenges can 

be a lesson to 

be better 

people. Of 

course, change 

needs struggle, 

perseverance, 

discipline and 

faith. 

  ѵ   
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Speech Act Classification 

Dec Rep Dir Ex Com 

50. And this is something I 

always had to 

emphasize to my staff 

when I was president 

— better is good. 

Former 

President 

Barack Obama 

always 

remembers his 

staff when he, 

as President, 

work by full 

heart. 

 ѵ    

51. I will take better every 

time. 

Obama tries to 

improve his 

competences 

every time to 

be better 

person. 

    ѵ 

52. So that’s what’s needed 

today: the engagement 

of everyone who wants 

to see a better future for 

our children. 

Obama asks the 

audiences to 

promise to 

themselves to 

make better life 

for the future 

    ѵ 

53. And it can be 

frustrating. 

Obama states 

that people 

who are 

difficult to 

change the bad 

habit would be 

frustration in 

every 

challenges. 

ѵ     

54. I’ll take an example 

here in the United 

States, over the past 

eight years. Thousands 

upon thousands of 

Americans threw 

themselves into the 

collective effort of 

reforming our health 

care system. 

Obama 

compares 

between the 

folks who lives 

in countries 

with job and 

the parents who 

has sick child 

and has 

crushing 

medical bills 

that would 

spend much 

money.  

 

 

 ѵ    
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55. For the first time, more 

than 90% of Americans 

know the security of 

health insurance. 

Obama declare 

that The 

Americans 

finally has the 

security of 

health 

insurance for 

the first time. 

ѵ     

56. Now, the legislation 

that we passed was full 

of things that still need 

to be fixed. It wasn’t 

perfect, but it was 

better. 

Obama states 

that now days 

the world has 

better than 

before despite 

still several 

things need to 

be fixed. 

ѵ     

57. So when I see those 

people trying to undo 

that hard-won progress, 

for the 50th or 60th 

time, with bills that 

would raise costs or 

reduce coverage, or roll 

back protections for 

older Americans or 

people with pre-

existing conditions. 

Obama feels 

empathy to the 

people whom 

has 

difficultness in 

getting health 

service. For 

example the 

older 

Americans and 

children who 

are struggling 

against their 

illness. 

   ѵ  

58. And all of this being 

done without any 

demonstrable 

economic, or actuarial, 

or plain common sense 

rationale — it 

frustrates. 

Obama states 

that the 

problems as 

demonstrable 

economic, or 

actuarial, or 

plain common 

sense rationale 

could be 

hampered by 

the health 

services for the 

people who 

need handling 

fast.  

 

   ѵ  
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59. But… typically that’s 

how progress is won. 

And how progress is 

maintained, on every 

issue, we have to stand 

up for each other, 

recognize that progress 

is never inevitable, that 

it often can be fragile, 

it’s in need of constant 

renewal, and our 

individual progress 

and..,. 

Obama 

motivates the 

audiences 

always to  

make the 

progress their 

life and don’t 

be afraid to 

work. 

  ѵ   

60. In conclusion, each of 

us can make a 

difference, and I know 

I’m preaching to the 

choir here because 

otherwise you wouldn’t 

be a goalkeeper... 

That’s what you’re 

fighting for at every 

moment. 

Obama 

motivates the 

audiences that 

everybody 

certain will 

face the test 

that can 

increase their 

competences. 

Also how they 

can face the 

problems in the 

filed. Nobody 

can ignore the 

challenges, the 

point is how 

they can stand 

constantly and 

continuing 

their efforts 

while rejecting 

cynicism and 

pessimism. 

Always keep 

forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ѵ   
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61. Because each new 

generation stands on the 

successes of the 

previous generation..,. 

And I’m certain that if 

you keep pushing 

forward, then America 

and the world are going 

to be just fine. 

Obama 

suggests to the 

young people 

or new 

generations to 

change the 

world through 

Obama 

Foundation that 

has base camp 

in Chicago. 

The activity are 

projects, 

programs and 

digital 

networks all 

across the 

globe. 

  ѵ   

62. Thank you very much. Obama says 

thanks to the 

all people who 

has listened to 

him along 

giving speech. 

   ѵ  

TOTAL 15 19 11 10 7 

 

 

4.2 The Results of The Analysis  

According to analysis above, there are five speech act classification in the Barack 

Obama's Speech at Gates Foundation comprises of Declarations has 15 times 

(24,19%), Representatives has 19 times (30,64%), Directives has 11 times 

(17,74%), Expressives has 10 times (16,13%) and Commissives has 7 times 

(11,30%). So, the highest speech act classification is Representatives (30,64%). 

The amounts of the speech act classification would be count as below: 



36 
 

 
 

 

Declarations  : 15  x 100% = 24, 19% 

                62 

Representatives : 19  x 100%  = 30,64% 

               62 

Directives  : 11  x 100% = 17, 74% 

                          62 

Expressives  : 10   x 100% = 16, 13% 

                                     62 

Commissives  : 7  x 100% = 11,30% 

                                    62 

 

The reason is that Former President of America Barack Obama often tells 

what occured when he was The President of America. In his presidency, he 

always reminds his staff to increase their competencies and make things better. In 

the speech, he asserted the issues that happen in America in years such as crime 

rates, teen birth rates, dropout rates, poverty school that has dropped dramatically. 

But now, there are some issues that challenge the people like growing economic 

inequality, a changing climate, terrorism, mass migration and many girls who are 

denied in school, the rise of nationalism, xenophobia and fewer people being 

Speech Act Classification 

Declarations (Dec)

Representaties (Rep)

Directives (Dir)

Expressives (Ex)

Commissives (Com)
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killed in wars or conflicts. The highest issue is marriage equality that by people 

tends to take it for granted. But in 2000's the government had made the decision 

about prohibition of marriage equality. Barack Obama also asserts who give 

contribution in changing the world such as citizens, doctors, nurses, entrepreneurs, 

clergy, moms, community leaders, activists and union leaders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


